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Low-cost, DIY, and community-based advantages
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Lauren Algee

Digital Curation Librarian, DCPLSpecial Collections

lauren.algee@dc.gov

@algeebraten

http://www.dclibrary.org/labs/memorylab
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Origin Story

ÅPublic demand for digitization, but we want to do more than provide 
scanners

ÅPartnership between Special Collections (digital preservation & 
archives expertise) and DCPL Labs (digital education and tools)

ÅNational Digital Stewardship Resident Jaime Mears - June 2015 to 
May 2016 

Å(blog at jaimemears.wordpress.com)

ÅResult: Memory Lab digitization lab, resources, and classes

jaimemears.wordpress.com


The Place ςDigitization Lab
ÅVHS

ÅVHS-C

ÅDV

ÅMiniDV

ÅAudiocassette

Å3.5" Floppy disk

ÅPhoto/document/slide/ negative scanning

1712
lab hours used by the public since opening February 2016



The Resources Libguides.dclibrary.org/MemoryLab

Libguides.dclibrary.org/MemoryLab


The Programs
Classes
ÅDigital Preservation 101

ÅDigital estate planning

ÅDigital archiving and social media

Events
ÅHome Movie Day

ÅDC Zinefest

ÅPreservation workshops



Staffing and Sustainability
ÅLabs staff manage 

appointments, 
troubleshoot equipment, 
teach classes

ÅMemory Lab working 
group

Å65 DCPL staff have 
participated in digital 
preservation professional 
development over 2 years



²ŜΩǊŜ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎΗ

ÅAt DCPL: More and mobile Memory Labs

ÅGoing national!
Å2 year IMLS National Leadership Grant

ÅTraining, mentorship, and seed money for 7 public librariesacross the U.S. 

ÅApplication period for in the fall

ÅExpand and improve the Memory Lab model



Tactics for Community-Engaged Video Preservation

by Rachel Mattson
archivist/historian

core XFR collective member since 2014

DLF Webinar on Low-Cost, DIY, and Community-Based Approaches to Audiovisual Digitization

June 2017 

A brief intro to the XFR Collective



XFR Collectiveis a non-profit organization that 

partners with artists, activists, individuals, and 

groups to lower the barriers to preserving at-risk 

audiovisual media ςespecially unseen, unheard, 

or marginalized works ςby providing low-cost 

digitization services and fostering a community 

of support for archiving and access through 

education, research, and cultural engagement.






