
Large-Scale Manuscript Digitization  
in a Medium-Sized Institution 
For an LSTA-funded project, UNC Charlotte is digitizing several manuscript collections nearly in their entirety, creating folder-level digital objects and repurposing 
finding-aid descriptive data rather than creating new object-level metadata. Because these hierarchically-organized collections are being accessed in discovery systems 
designed for more flat structures, we strategically configured and placed metadata fields to maximize the extent to which the object-level metadata reflects the 
structure of the collection. The collection illustrated here included a large number of legal documents. 

Digital Public Library of America display (detail): Description that includes both series-level and collection-level scope and 
content notes provides needed context for the document. 

CONTENTdm display (detail, above): 
descriptive metadata taken directly from 

finding aid and strategically placed to provide 
context. 

Production rate and workflows: Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do 
eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis 
nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor 
in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint 
occaecat cupidatat non proident, sunt in culpa qui officia deserunt mollit anim id est laborum 

Rita Johnston, Joseph Nicholson, and Dawn Schmitz, J. Murrey Atkins Library, UNC Charlotte 

Series title, series description, 
collection title and collection 

description strategically 
placed to provide context. 

Full titles of documents are 
too long and redundant, so 
short titles are included on 

top. 

Metadata 
harvested for 

DPLA 

Series description 

Collection description 


